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Vesta l Centra l  School Distr ict  DECEMBER  2017  

DECEMBER SCHOOL CLOSING/HOLIDAYS 

Early Dismissal at 10:45 on Friday, December 1, due to Parent-Teacher Conferences 
No school on  Friday, December 8, due to Parent-Teacher Conferences

No school on Monday, December 25 through Monday, January 1, 2018 

First Day of Winter December 21 

Dear Tioga Hills Families, 

November was filled with many fun events and always seems to go by so quickly. We 
hope that you and your families had a relaxing Thanksgiving holiday. I want to thank our very 
generous PTA for the beautiful and delicious Fall Harvest Luncheon that they put on for us in 
November. It was enjoyed by all! Our PTA is the best!  

Although we are only in school for 14 full days in the month of December, those days are 
filled with much excitement and activity: 

 All students have been collecting both toys and food items for the Lion’s Club to distribute to
local families in need. The boxes are in the lobby and each classroom.

 Our Actions Count committee, with support from the Tioga Hills
PTA will be welcoming Jared Campbell for a character education
assembly, tomorrow, December 1st.  (Jared is a Vestal CSD
graduate and a singer and composer. He’s been a popular pre-
senter at Tioga Hills for the last few years.) He will perform 2 con-
certs, one for K-2 at 9:00 and then for 3-5 at 9:50.

 The Tioga Hills staff is participating in an Adopt-A-Family program
and the Vestal Teachers’ Association is hosting a district-wide
Crafts Fair to raise money for Dollars for Scholars.

 Parent Conferences are held on the afternoon of Friday, Decem-
ber 1

st
, and will be held all day on Friday, December 8

th
. There

will be no school for students on Friday, December 8
th
.

 Many parents will be helping out with classroom celebrations,
such as they did with the annual 5

th
 grade Community Box project

on November 30
th
.

With everything going on this month, it is sure to fly by! Our students 
are working hard every day and continue to make us proud!  Happy 
Holidays!  

Hayley Crimmins, Principal 
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Character Education……..Making our ACTIONS COUNT 
 

Thank you for having conversations and following through on the worthiness of donat- 
ing food items to our annual food drive this year!  This act of kindness has many impli-
cations in building character in our young people. Helping our children to understand 

the importance of recognizing that everyone has needs is a great way to build empathy 
and capture the spirit of this time of year. Our food drive is a great way to show how 
our ACTIONS COUNT in our community! 
 
Our building hopes to collect 500+ non-perishable food items for the Lions Club who 
will distribute to families in our immediate and surrounding community. Stay tuned for 
the final tally! Please send in your items by November 30th.                                

                                   
  
          
Banana Splits Update….  
 
Groups are meeting and are enjoying getting to know each other!  In December our focus will 
be on family traditions! 
 
 
 
In the classroom…..  
 
DUSO & Kelso had a wonderful time in 2nd grade watching 
the students become expert problem solvers and work to 
have healthy friendships.  This dolphin /frog team has 
been working in 1st grade and will continue into December! 
Below is the strategy wheel to review with your young-
sters!   
 
 

Helping meet needs……  
 
If your family is need of help this holiday season and we 
have not already communicated please give me a call. 
 
Wishing you and your family a Happy Holiday Season!  
 
As always, please call if I can help in any way!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rhonda Ruhm, M.S.Ed, C.A.S. 

School Counselor 
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MUSIC NOTES 

Music Education Advocacy 
Quote of the Month 

 
“Music is the universal language of man-

kind.” 
-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Highlights from the Music Room 
Congratulations to the following fifth 
grade chorus members for their excellent 
performance in the district rehearsal and 
concert in November:   
Noah Austin  Jordan MacDonald  
Alex Bernstein  Owen Majka 
Ryan Brown  Lauren Policare 
Charlotte Coker Jack Russell 
Ryleigh Dando Addie Stockwin 
Owen Gale          Christine Tran 
Camden Gendron Michala Wahl 
Vincent Lucenti Abby Wickman 
Ella Luker 
 
 
 
 
A special “thank you!” 
to the Tioga Hills PTA for approving the 
music mini grant request.  The mini grant 
funding, in addition to donations from a 
few wonderful parents, will allow students 
in all grades to experience the fun of 
bucket drumming! 

Upcoming Music Events 
 

Please join us for our upcoming perfor-
mance in January! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
4th/5th Chorus and 5th Band Concert 

January 29th at 7pm 
Tioga Hills Cafetorium 

THE WRITING WAGON 

The writing wagon will be continuing, allowing the students to write for 
enjoyment during indoor recess! 

 If you have greeting cards, envelopes, and/or stickers to donate, please send them 
in with your child. We would really appreciate them!!  

    ONE SCHOOL ONE BOOK 

This year our school will be embarking on a special project, an all school book club called One 
School, One Book.  Every family will receive a copy of the same book, and will be asked to 
read it at home.  Reading aloud at home is valuable because it better prepares your child to 
be an effective reader.  But it is also a fun, worthwhile family activity.  Through our One 
School, One Book program, we aim to build a community of readers at our school.  Everyone - 
students, parents, teachers the principal - will be participating, and we can all reap the many 
benefits. Your child will receive his/her copy of the book at a special school-wide assembly 
introducing the program and the book in January.  When the book comes home that night, you 
will receive a tailored reading schedule and more information so you can keep up at home.  
Generally you will be asked to read a chapter a night – about 15 minutes per night.  This prom-
ises to be fun!  More info to come... 
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HALLWAY HELPERS 

 

As part of our Actions Count program we 
are  having “hallway helpers” at the end of 
day.  They are students who will smile and 
are friendly, remind students to walk, keep 
hands and backpacks to themselves, and re-
port any dangerous behavior.  In November 
our helpers were: 

Sophia Altmire  Trevor Fundis 

Logan Avery   Owen Gale 

Alex Bernstein  Jace Gannon 

Colin Brubaker           Tess Labosky 

Charlotte Coker   Hannah Nemecek 

Parker Dzuba             Lauren Policare 
  

 

STUDENT ANNOUNCERS 

 

A GREAT job was done by the following stu-
dents who helped us out in November with 
morning announcements: 

Alex Bernstein  Jordan MacDonald 

Charlotte Coker  Owen Majka 

Bella Daino   Owen Morgan 

Ryleigh Dando  Hannah Nemecek 

Owen Gale   Lauren Policare  

Camden Gendron  Aidan Ruhm 

Madelyn Hampp  Addie Stockwin 

Vincent Lucenti  Michala Wahl 

 Jamaryanna Sihalathavong 

  

STUDENT FLAG RAISERS 

The following students helped Mr. Doolittle raise the flag during the month of No-
vember: 

     Colin Brubaker  Owen Gale  Camden Gendron   Ella Luker  Hannah Miller   

Landon Miller  Owen Morgan   Hannah Nemecek   Owen  Majka  Lauren Policare   

Jacob Purdy  Aidan Ruhm   Jamaryanna Sihalathavong   Addie Stockwin   

                               Samara Struble  Ella Wilson 

 

 

 

COLD WEATHER IS 
HERE! 

 
Children look forward to 
participating in outdoor activities. 
 
Please dress your children according to the 
weather forecast.  See that boots are worn 
when the ground is wet or covered with 
snow. Children will be allowed to play on the 
snow covered portions of the playground ar-
ea if dressed properly. 
 
Our students will go outside for playground 
as long as the temperature is above 20 de-
grees.  Thank you so much with this!  

 

           NEWS  

FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE 
 

A friendly reminder from the Health Of-
fice:  Parents—when making absentee calls, 
please be as specific as possible with your 
child’s symptoms; ex:  fever, cough, vomit-
ing, etc.   

The Health  Office is in need of: 

Child’s small, medium and large jogging or 
sweat pants (elastic waist). 

Please dress your child appropriately 
for the cold weather. 

Thank you. 
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PARENT PICK-UP PROCEDURE 

 
 Adults should enter by the side door for parent pick-up and go directly 
to the cafeteria. This door will be open from 3:15-3:35. 

 Adults picking up children should sign the Student Sign Out/Parent Pick
-Up List that is on the cafeteria table by the staff assigned to this duty.  

 Only those adults listed in eSchool as parents or emergency contacts will be allowed to pick 
up the child(ren). In case of an unusual circumstance where the person picking up your child 
is not listed in eSchool, parents should send in a signed note with your child or call the main 
office (757-2366) prior to 2PM that day to make arrangements.  

 Efforts will be made to contact the parent if a non-parent listed in eschool arrives to pick 
up the child without a note from the parent. We strongly encourage that a note be sent or 
a call made. Please keep contacts in eschool updated, knowing this.  

 Adults should then take a seat at the tables designated by grade level signage to wait for 
their child(ren). Younger children as well as school-aged children should stay with the adult 
and not be running around the room, on the stage or the stage steps.  

 Adults should not be in the hallway, outdoors, or outside the designated table area to pick 
up their child(ren) while children are being dismissed.  

 Adults will exit by the side door with their child(ren), the one through which they entered. 
Adults should not exit by any other exterior doors. They should walk on the sidewalk with 
their child(ren) to the parking lot. Children should not be running ahead on the grass or into 
the parking lot, climbing trees, etc. If chil-
dren are going to the playground after 
school, they should still be with the adult as 
they walk on the sidewalk to the playground. 

 Adults will send in notes with their child
(ren) in the morning or call the main office 
(757-2366) prior to 2 PM to state they will 
be picking up their child(ren) that day un-
less their child(ren) are on the routine par-
ent pick-up list that is created at the be-
ginning of the year.  If a child is to be add-
ed or taken off the routine parent pick up 
list after the beginning of the year, send in 
a note to the main office to indicate this 
and the change will be made. 

 Adults with other children not attending TH 
at parent pick up should use the community 
bathroom off the main lobby, if needed.  

 No adult should park in either lot to pick up 
a student with out going through the above 
procedure. 

Thank you for keeping dismissal time a super-
safe time! 

 

Morning Schedule 
*If dropping off your child, please arrive af-

ter 8:30. 
*Student supervision in the lobby 8:20-

8:40 

*Homeroom begins at 8:40 
*Attendance, announcements, and morning 

meeting at 8:55, classes begin. 
Students are expected to be in home-
room in order to get ready for the day 
(use cubby, give lunch info. to teacher, 

get to breakfast, if needed, etc.)  They 
should be seated and ready for instruc-

tion which begins promptly at 8:55 AM.  
Please encourage students to be in their 
classrooms between 8:40 & 8:55.   If a 

parent drops off students at 8:55 or lat-
er, they need to bring their child to the 
main office as the child is tardy. 

 

Children feel a part of the group when they 
all start the day together at the same time. 
Promptness is very much appreciated!  
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APALACHIN LIONS CLUB ANNUAL HOLIDAY TOY COLLECTION 

A message from your PE Teachers and the American Heart Association: 
               

           EATING AT HOLIDAY PARTIES 
 

Appetizers and hors d’oeuvres 
 
 Get involved. There’s usually a list to volunteer to bring dishes for the party, so sign up! 

You can make a heart-healthy item, giving yourself at least one good option to enjoy. 
 Come prepared. If the party is during lunch, eat a healthy breakfast followed in mid-

morning by a high-fiber snack (like an apple or a small handful of almonds). If the party is 
in the evening, enjoy a protein-packed lunch like grilled fish or chicken with a salad and 
then later in the afternoon have another high-fiber snack. If you’re not too hungry when 
you go to the party, it will be easier to avoid overeating. 

 Map it out. Avoid loading up on foods that are fried, buttered or have a lot 
of cheese and cream. Even though the portions may be small, these fat-laden 
bites can really pack a punch. Look for fruit, veggies and dip, whole-grain 
crackers, and baked or grilled items. 
 
Desserts 

 Use the buddy system. By splitting a dessert with someone, you can cut the calories and 
fat in half and avoid being wasteful. It’s a win-win! 

 
Beverages 
 Watch seasonal drinks. Many holiday beverages have so much added sugar, 

they may as well be a dessert. Keep in mind what else you’ve eaten; it may be 
best to enjoy these drinks on another day. 

 

                  

            NO BAGGED LUNCHES ON EARLY RELEASE DAYS 
 
As you know, December 1st is an early release day and students will be dismissed 
at 10:45 AM.  (Note that this is earlier than past dismissals on early release 
days.) 
There are no longer bagged lunches served on early release days.  Therefore, I 
encourage you to send in a snack with your child unless they already have a snack schedule in 
place those days.   

 

Your help is needed with our annual collection of new or like new toys for distribution to be-
tween 60 and 70 families in the Apalachin and Little Meadows area.   With the help of many 
organizations in the area we have been helping needy families for over 50 years with food 
and gifts for the children. 

Collection barrels will be in the lobby of the Tioga Hills School until December 8th. 

Thank you for your past and future support! 
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Dates to Remember: 

PTA Mtg Wed Dec 6—7pm Library 

  

Community Resources 
 

A great big Thank You to everyone that sub-
mitted Box Tops for the fall collection and 
congratulations to the contest winners!  We 
will be running another collection contest in 
the new year.  Please ask your family, friends, 
neighbors, and co-workers to help with collect-
ing Box Tops.  Holiday meals are a great time 
to collect Box Tops!  Feel free to send them in 
with you child at anytime. Just remember to 
add his or her name and the teacher's name, 
so we can keep track for the next 
round.  Paper collection form will be sent out in 
future Friday folders or a baggy works 
great.  Remember to look at the expiration 
dates, only valid Box Tops qualify.  Let's make 
the Spring collection the largest we have ever 
had at Tioga Hills!  Keep collecting those Box 
Tops! 

 

 

 

Thank you to all that ordered from Square 1 
Art, orders are expected in by December 
5th! This was a huge success for our class.  

Fifth grade parents, please remember to 
check the Facebook page for upcoming 
meeting and details: Tioga Hills 5th Grade - 
2017-18 

The meetings to focus on the June party will 
start happening in January! 

 

PTA Membership  
Thanks to everyone that has already submit-
ted membership forms for this year's PTA.  If 
you are still interested in joining, it's not too 
late!  Your support, in any way that you can 
manage, is very much appreciated.  

Please contact Kimberly Gorey 
at kimberly.gorey@gmail.com for new forms or 
to answer any questions. 

 

 

November has been quite a busy month for 
the scouts of Pack 43.  We jump started the 
month by handing out fliers announcing the 
annual food drive.  The following week, we 
returned to the local neighborhoods to col-
lect over 1,500lbs of food! We also collected 
a great deal of candy to send to our troops 
overseas! Thanks again to all who donated!   

Following the food collection, our Webelos 2 
scouts (5th graders) headed out on a joint 
camping adventure with Troop 43, which is 
the Boy Scout group that our pack heads to 
after elementary school.  Many of our scouts 
then participated in the annual Tioga Hills 
musical.  This year was another great suc-
cess with a performance of Pirates of the 
Curry Bean.  Coming up in December we will 
be serving as the Color Guard for the Bing-
hamton Devils on 12/9 and be making Christ-
mas cards for Veterans at our annual par-
ty.  Want to join the fun? 
Contact Tim Lilley at 
pack43_den1@stny.rr.com. 

mailto:kimberly.gorey@gmail.com
mailto:pack43_den1@stny.rr.com


Grade Overview Sample Problem and Answer 

 Students in 4th grade use place value understanding, 
partial products and visual  representations such as the 
area model  to solve multiplication  problems with 
multi-digit  numbers. As a key area of focus for Grade 4, 
students reason  about the methods and models chosen 
to solve problems  with multi-digit  factors. 

Building  on students’ fluency with repeated addition and 
their knowledge of arrays students start to notice 
patterns and let go of longer addition sentences  in favor 
of more efficient multiplication  facts. Arrays become  a 
cornerstone and are used to model the distributive 
property. Students use the language  of multiplication  as 
they understand what factors are and differentiate 
between the size of groups and the number of groups 
within a given context. 
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Grade 2 lays the conceptual foundation for multiplication and 
division in Grade 3. Students begin by making equal groups 
using concrete materials and then progress to pictorial 
representations where they may begin by circling a group of 
5 stars, adding 5 more, and then adding 5 more. They 
determine the total and relate their drawings to the 
corresponding repeated addition equation. Students 
calculate the repeated addition sums by adding on to the 
previous addends, step-by-step, or by grouping the addends 
into pairs and adding. Tape diagrams are used to represent 
the total and to show the number in each group.  

Besides their work with partitioning shapes into equal parts 
which lays the foundation for applying this understanding to 
the use of equal groups in third grade, students also have the 
opportunity to strengthen their fluency of the double facts 
such as 2 + 2, 3 + 3, 4 + 4, 5 + 5, etc… and skip count which 
have a direct impact on multiplication.  

Students order, count and write up to ten objects to answer 
“how many” questions from linear, to array, to circular, and 
finally to scattered configurations. Students use their 
understanding of numbers and matching numbers with 
objects to answer “how many” questions about a variety of 
objects, pictures, and drawings. Foundational understanding 
of area is also presented to students informally to explore 
area. They see whether a yellow circle fits inside a red 
square. They then see how many small blue squares will fit 
inside the red square and, finally, many beans can cover the 
same area.  
Notice the two arrays in these examples to the right? 

Resource: 
www.greatminds.org 10

http://www.greatminds.org/

